John 18:1 - 19:16

Use these questions to prepare for Sunday, Aug 13.
1. A detachment of soldiers usually had anywhere from 200 to 600 men. Why do you think they brought
such a large group to arrest one man?
2. Did Jesus seem fearful or surprised? What made all the soldiers fall backward?
3. Why did Jesus tell Peter to put away his sword? How do you think John knows that the man whom
Peter had injured was named Malchus (remember that John wrote this many years after the event took
place)?
4. What did the soldiers do to Jesus when he was arrested? What were they afraid of?
5. Only two of the disciples followed Jesus, what happened to them?
6. How would you describe Jesus’ night with the Jewish officials? What is ironic in verse 28?
7. When Pilate asked the Jewish leaders about the charge that they were making against Jesus, what was
their answer?														
8. What information does Pilate get from Jesus in their first conversation?						
									
9. Why do you think Pilate tried to get the Jewish leaders to release Jesus instead of Barabbas?			
						
10. Why did Pilate have Jesus flogged and then dress him up with a purple robe and a crown of thorns?
Was he trying to get the crowd to become more sympathetic						
11. What was the response of Jewish leaders? Did Pilate know that Jesus was innocent? How do you know?
12. What did the Jewish leaders say to Pilate that caused him to give in to their demands?			
13. If you were in Pilate’s shoes, how would you have handled the situation? Have you ever been in a
situation where you were pressured to do wrong?									
									
Suggestions if you are doing this with kids:
•
•

Our memory verse with the kids is: John 15:5 - “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains
in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing”
Play a game of “plus or minus” with the kids to make it more fun. You’ll need a die and something
to keep score on. Roll the die. Whatever you roll is how many points the question is worth. 1=1000,
2=2000, etc.). But you get to decide if you will keep your points or subtract that many points from
someone else.
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