
Watch the video

Before diving in, pause and pray. Ask God to reveal himself to you through His Word.

Login to rightnowmedia.org and search “Francis Chan Gospel of Mark”.
For this week’s lesson, watch Video # 2 (10 min).
* If you do not have a rightnowmedia account, contact Barbara Scorza at bscorza@fellowshipnorth.net
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Pause & Pray

Read Mark 1:14-45
Read & Respond

- What’s your immediate response to what you read?
- Write down any thoughts, questions, concerns, statements, and surprises that come to mind. You may
   want to write a summary that captures what you just read.

Here, we’ll provide helpful background information and key insights to consider in coming to the text.
These are meant merely to supplement your time in the Word.

Context & Key Insights

- The expression “kingdom of God” is used 14 times in Mark; during the time of Jesus, the Jewish
   community anticipated a militaristic kingdom where God would rule over the nations through Israel
- Verse 15 says “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand”. There are two ancient Greek 
   words that can be translated time. One is chronos, meaning simple chronological time. The other is 
   kairos, meaning “the strategic opportunity, the decisive time.” Jesus used this second word when 
   He said, “the time (kairos) is fulfilled.” 
- The Romans divided the land of Israel into three regions: Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. Jesus spent
   most of His time in the region of Galilee, usually only going to Jerusalem for the appointed feasts.
   Galilee was a large, populated area north of Judea and Jerusalem, where Jews and Gentiles lived
   together, though usually in their own distinct cities. According to the ancient Jewish historian Josephus,
   Galilee was an area of about 60 by 30 miles and had 204 villages, with none less than 15,000 people.
   This means there were more than 3 million people in the extended region.
- Leprosy was one of the horrific diseases of the ancient world. It began as small red spots on the skin
   and continued to advance eating away the skin until the leper eventually dies. As horrible as the
   physical suffering was, the worst part of having leprosy might have been the way people treated the
   leper. In the Old Testament, God said that when there were lepers among the people of Israel, they
   should be carefully quarantined and examined (Leviticus 13-14). Lepers had to dress like people who
   were in mourning for the dead, because they were considered to be the living dead. They had to warn
   the people around them by crying out, “Unclean! Unclean!” whenever people were near them even
   though it was not highly contagious. But the people of Jesus’ day went further than the Old Testament
   law. They thought two things about a leper: you are the walking dead and you deserve this because this
   is the punishment of God against you. Jewish custom said that you should not even greet a leper and
   you had to stay six feet from them.



Seek & Study
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Our sermon series is titled, Who Do You Say I Am? As we look to the Scriptures, we’ll keep that question
front and center, helping frame all we’re seeking in the Word.

1. In Mark 1:15. the ancient Greek word Jesus used for believe (pisteuo) means much more than
     knowledge or agreement in the mind. It speaks of a relationship of trust and dependence. Compare
     John the Baptist’s message of repentance from last week’s study to the message Jesus brings in
     v 14-15. How are they similar? Different? What do you learn about repentance and faith?
2. In Mark 1:16-20, Who were Jesus’ first followers? And what was their relationship? Occupation?
     Why do you think they so readily followed Jesus when he called them?
3. What is authority? In Mark 1:21-34, observe and list all the ways Mark highlights Jesus’ authority.
     Who does Jesus help? How does he teach? How does he receive authority? How do you live
     differently in light of Jesus’ authority?
4. Why do you think Jesus prayed in Mark 1:35-39? Was it necessary? What do you think he prayed? 
    What do you notice about Jesus’ prayer life from this verse? What does your prayer life look like?

5. Compare Mark 1:40-45 with Matthew 8:1-4 and Luke 5:12-14; what is the complete story of the leper
    being healed? Why was the leper coming to Jesus? What was Jesus’ emotional and physical response?
     How do you think the leper responded to being touched? To being healed?
6. Slowly read through the passage (Mark 1:14-45) again. What truths do you find that you can apply
    to your life?

Find & Follow
Each week, we’ll conclude with these two questions:

1. How did Jesus reveal more of himself to you this week?
2. From what you found in Christ, how will you follow Him now?


