
Watch the video

Before diving in, pause and pray. Ask God to reveal himself to you through His Word.

Login to rightnowmedia.org and search “Francis Chan Gospel of Mark”.
For this week’s lesson, watch Video # 10 (14 min).
* If you do not have a rightnowmedia account, contact Barbara Scorza at bscorza@fellowshipnorth.net

The Gospel of Mark - Lesson 10

Pause & Pray

Read Mark 14:1 - 15:47
Read & Respond

- What’s your immediate response to what you read?
- Write down any thoughts, questions, concerns, statements, and surprises that come to mind. You may
   want to write a summary that captures what you just read.

Here, we’ll provide helpful background information and key insights to consider in coming to the text.
These are meant merely to supplement your time in the Word.

Context & Key Insights

In our passage, John Mark uses an interesting technique to guide the reader to some conclusions that 
the disciples did not perceive in the moment. He uses four unnamed individuals in four pivotal encounters 
in the final moments of Jesus’s life to reveal truths that they (and we) would not recognize until the true 
and full nature of Jesus Christ was made known through a miraculous work of God:
- In Mark 14:3-9, we read about a woman at Bethany. Bethany is a town about 2 miles outside of 
   Jerusalem. Jesus has stopped there, on his way to Jerusalem, to dine with a man he has recently healed, 
   Simon the leper. A woman (whom Matthew and John both identify as Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus, 
   in their gospel accounts) comes with an expensive oil, breaks the flask that carries it and pours it over 
   Jesus’s head. Despite the disciples’ indignation, we find that Jesus recognizes she is, in fact, anointing 
   him for burial. Her actions foretell his death in the coming days...something that the disciples have yet 
   to believe will actually take place. This woman’s action, and the insight she possessed, was a miraculous 
   work of God.
- In Mark 14:12-16, the disciples ask Jesus about preparations for the Passover meal. Jesus explains that 
   they should go into the city (Jerusalem) and they will find a man carrying a jar of water. The Passover 
   lamb was to be eaten within the walls of Jerusalem. Since Jesus was already a marked target, 
   preparations for this meal needed to be made inconspicuously. Jesus sends two disciples (Luke claims 
   as Peter and John) into the city to prepare the Passover, which would have involved having a lamb 
   sacrificed at the temple, roasting it, preparing a room for the meal and preparing various side dishes. 
   The two disciples recognized the man carrying water because this would have been something they 
   would have expected a woman to be doing. All of these things take place exactly as Jesus said they 
   would, suggesting either a prearrangement or a miraculous work of God.
- In Mark 14:51-52, we find an individual that is only mentioned in Mark’s gospel account...a young man in 
   a linen cloth. This young man follows Jesus after he has been seized by the crowd “from the chief priests 
   and the scribes and the elders.” It is important to note that all of the other disciples have scattered (as 
   Jesus said they would in 14:27); yet, this young man follows him. He is seized as well and breaks free by 
   ridding himself of the linen cloth and running away naked. Many scholars believe this young man was, 
   in fact, John Mark…the same John Mark who, through a miraculous work of God, would have an 
   eyewitness account of the Scriptures being fulfilled (14:49).



Seek & Study

the gospel of mark - Lesson 10

page 2

Our sermon series is titled, Who Do You Say I Am? As we look to the Scriptures, we’ll keep that question
front and center, helping frame all we’re seeking in the Word.
1. In Mark 14:1, we see that the scribes and chief priests were looking to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill 
    him. What information would these men need to know in order to accomplish this task? What 
    circumstances would be ideal for this scheme to be most effective? In Mark 10-11, what takes place 
    that makes this task much easier for those intending to kill Jesus?
2. In Mark 14:9, Jesus claims that the woman at Bethany will be remembered wherever the gospel is 
     shared because of what she does for him. What does she do? Why is this significant?
3. Read Mark 14:22. Now read Mark 6:41-42. What similarities do you notice? Who was the audience in 
     both instances? What things might Jesus have been trying to communicate in this repetitive action?
4. In Mark 14:28, where does Jesus say he will go after he is “raised up?” Where have we heard of this 
     place before in Mark? What significant things happened there? How might this impact the way you 
     think about Jesus gathering his flock that was scattered (see 14:27)?
5. Read Mark 14:32-42. Now read Hebrews 5:1-9. What do you notice about the way the writer of 
     Hebrews uses Jesus’s time in the Garden of Gethsemane to validate his role as our representative?
6. In his final moments on the cross, Jesus cries out in Aramaic, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (see 
     Mark 15:34) In the first century, the Jewish Scriptures didn’t have chapter & verse numbers. If they 
     wanted to refer to a passage--particularly a psalm--they’d quote the first few words. Read Psalm 22. 
     How does the full context of Psalm 22 color the final moments of Jesus’s life? What does the poem hint 
     at that should give us hope?

Find & Follow
Each week, we’ll conclude with these two questions:
1. How did Jesus reveal more of himself to you this week?
2. From what you found in Christ, how will you follow Him now?

6. In Mark 15:37, Jesus utters a “loud cry” before breathing his last breath. John’s gospel account claims 
     that this cry is Jesus’s cry of victory: “It is finished! (John 19:30)” This phrase translates to Greek as one 
     verb, tetelestai, indicating a debt paid in full. In those days, this phrase was often written across a deed 
     and placed on a wall for all to see that a debt (like a mortgage) was paid in full. How does this phrase 
     impact you differently upon learning its Greek meaning?
Read through Mark 15, Matthew 27, Luke 23 and John 19. Spend some time in prayer, 
praising our suffering Savior.

- And, in Mark 15:39, we read of a Roman centurion at the cross who claims that “Truly this man is the Son 
   of God!” This centurion would have observed the deaths of many crucified criminals. He now observes 
   the final moments of Jesus’s life. He “saw that in this way he breathed his last.” And, through a miraculous 
   work of God, he was given supernatural sight into the true nature of Jesus.
Mark uses these four unnamed individuals to show how God worked in miraculous ways to bring about 
the fulfillment of the Scriptures...AND that He did so without the disciples (those closest to the action) even 
noticing! Might we embrace that God continues to do this today, around and through us?


